he Ojibwe people of the

Red CIliff Nation located in

far-northern Wisconsin

had survived and
prospered for centuries before the
arrival of Europeans and the signing
of the 1854 treaty which ceded their
ancestral lands.

In today’s economy and society,
the people of Red CIliff struggle with
rural economic hardships, poor
health, substance abuse, and cultural
erosion.

In its isolated location, Red
Cliff’s gaming operation offers only
limited local employment, minimal
support to the Tribe’s central
administration and no support to
Tribal programs.

The Red CIliff Tribal government
is especially reliant on federal
program support. Declining federal
budgets for domestic social and
economic development programs
severely limits Red CIiff Tribe’s
ability to meet the needs of its
members.

Need more info? Please contact:
ROSE SOULIER, TRIBAL CHAIR
715.779.3700

GOVERNMENT AT A GLANCE

1934 Indian Reorganization Act Tribe.
Constitution, adopted 1935, empowers a
wide range of Tribal codes now in place
Nine-member Tribal Council, elected on
staggered two-year terms.

Chairman and Vice-Chairman assist full-
time with operations and policy
implementation.

Limited general management staff: one
operations officer, one planner, one
secretary.

40+ identifiable programs, most operated
by a staff of one or two, almost all funded
through federal entitlements and
discretionary grants

Largest programs: Tribal Clinic, Early
Childhood Education Center, Human
Services, Police Dept. and Tribal Court.
Total workforce: ~175 people.
Seven-person finance office
orchestrating budgets of most programs.

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

Total Tribal membership

On-reservation population

Annual population growth rate

% school age population

% of young children in poverty
compared to adjacent county

% working age population

% Tribal members unemployed

compared to adjacent county
Per capita income
% population lacking H.S. diploma
% prevalence of Type Il diabetes
% all-ages obesity

% of all Clinic visits for mental health
diagnosis.

Housing vacancy rate
# habitable housing units

~ 5,800
~ 1,400
7% +
34%
42%
14%
51%

38% +
seasonal

%
$9K to $12K
23%
20%+
50%

26%

<1%
~450

*Sources U.S. Census, WI DOA, IHS, NWRPC, BIA labor force data

Summary of Red Cliff Government Funds

Human
Services
Indian Health $1.525,950
Service
$4,841,955

BIA Programs Early

$2,698,504 Childhood
Center,
$1,923,637

Police, Elderly
Services,
Food,
Environmental
$2,170,071

Central
Administration
& Public
Utilites
$3,531,857

With a total operating budget of roughly $16.5
million dollars, Red CIiff Tribe is the largest
employer in Bayfield County and strives to have a
positive impact on the people and resource base of

Northern Wisconsin.

ATTACHMENT 1

WISCONSIN
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Total reservation area:

22 square miles.
% Trust land:  56%
% Member-owned: 4%
**Largest holders of remaining
lands are Bayfield County and the
National Park Service.

Successes ...

Nearly $3M in recent Indian
Community Block Grants and a
$1.2M U.S. Army Corps Section 154
grant are providing infrastructure for
much-needed housing.

Rapid growth in Health Clinic
utilization and services offered to
Tribal and non-Tribal members.

The Red Cliff Tribal fish hatchery is
known nationally for its fish rearing
and habitat restoration projects.

.. and Challenges

Near-epidemic rates of obesity,
diabetes, family violence, poverty,
alcoholism, and depression.

Finite land and high growth rates
Limited pool of skilled Native
workers available for public or
private sector positions.

Dwindling federal dollars for health,
education, resource management,
and other programs which also have
off-reservation benefits.
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